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The past year has been one of 
new beginnings for the Alliance 
and the Conservatory. 
Last spring we joyously celebrated the grand 
reopening of the Conservatory, portions of 
which had been closed on and off for four 
years to repair the extensive damage caused 
by the June 2011 hail storm. With our glass 
houses fully open again we were able to re-
sume a full schedule of public programming, 
and the response from our members and 
visitors was tremendous as we watched 
attendance quickly climb to surpass 
pre-construction levels. 

Then, in July, we were thrilled to welcome Jim 
Law as the Alliance’s new President. In our 
search for a new chief executive our board 
sought out someone with vast experience in 
Chicago’s cultural landscape, and we were 
fortunate to have Jim answer our call. With a 
résumé that includes serving as the Vice Presi-
dent of Planning and External Affairs at the 

Chicago Children’s Museum, Executive 
Director of the Mayor’s Office of Special 
Events, and Director of the Chicago Office of 
Tourism, Jim has the knowledge and 
expertise to drive dynamic new programming 
and events that will position the Conservatory 
as a premier cultural destination on the city’s 
West Side.
We are grateful to our board members, donors 
and visitors who love this botanical treasure as 
much as we do and who continue to support 
our work to make it a world class cultural asset 
for all Chicagoans to enjoy.

Mission: We inspire, educate and provoke 
exploration through innovative programs and 
experiences in one of the nation’s largest and 
finest historic conservatories.
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ning public gardens under glass. 
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The past fiscal 
year was my 
first as President 
of the Alliance 
and what an 
exciting first 
year it has been! 

It was my privilege to help unveil solarise: a 
sea of all colors, the Conservatory’s first major 
art exhibit in years, and to help welcome the 
influx of new and returning visitors who came 
to see this unique Jens Jensen- inspired light 
installation amid the beautifully renovated 

Conservatory. 
 
While the public was enjoying solarise and the 
immense beauty of our seasonal flower shows, 
our staff was working hard to deliver programs 
that give the public a deeper understanding of 
and appreciation for the plants housed here. 
On any given day, you will find families active-
ly engaged in nature-based activities, school 
students studying the natural world and con-
servation during field trips, local teens working 
as gardeners and tour guides, and community 
gardeners practicing important techniques 
during hands-on workshops. And, when we’re

not working hard to educate our visitors, 
we’re working hard to make sure our visitors 
have fun, presenting a range of events from 
record-setting attendance at festivals like Beer 
Under Glass to laid-back concerts on the Blue 
Stone Terrace. Each of these programs and 
events brings the Conservatory to life for the 
public and connects our various constituencies 
to the Conservatory and its plant collections in 
very meaningful ways.

I would like to thank our dedicated staff, our 
loyal members and our generous donors for 
welcoming me with open arms and for your 
continued contributions to ensuring the vitality 
of our historic West Side landmark.

James Law
President
Garfield Park Conservatory Alliance

Above:  Florescence in the Show House, one of the five art installations in the solarise: a sea of all colors exhibit.

Left: Mayor Rahm Emanuel and visitors watch the inaugural lighting of the Beacon at the solarise opening reception.





Westinghouse College Prep High School Concert Band and Chorus; Slow Roll Chicago, which hosted 
a family bike ride from the Conservatory; The Flying Fox Conservation Fund, which introduced families 
to several exotic creatures at the Conservatory; Golden Feather Productions:  One Enchanted Night, a 
puppet show celebrating Earth Day; The Garfield Dazzling Stars, a children’s dance company based 
at the Garfield Park Field House; The Chicago West Community Music Center Student Quartet; Natalie 
Sord, who led yoga within the Conservatory’s collections; Joseph Kelly, student harpist from the Chica-
go West Community Music Center; The Jesse White Tumblers; The Exelon Strobel Step Up Program at 
Joffrey Ballet; and The Glide8tor. The solarise exhibit lights up the night sky in East Garfield Park.

Between and beyond these main events, we 
continually engaged visitors in the 
Conservatory and its collections through 
seasonal flower shows, family-friendly events 
such as Harvest Day and Creatures of the Night, 
regular concerts and small-scale art exhibits – all 
of which are free to the public. During the past 
year we also expanded upon popular events 
that help raise money in support of these public 
programs at the Conservatory.  Building on the 
popularity of Beer Under Glass, a ticketed event 
held in partnership with the Illinois Craft Brewers 
Guild, we introduced Wine Under Glass, a 
celebration of food and wine, and Music Under 
Glass, a classical music concert series, both set 
amid the beauty of the Conservatory’s unique 
backdrop.  Each of these events has helped in-
troduce new audiences to the Conservatory and 
cultivate new support for programs and events 
serving the visiting public and our West Side 
neighbors. 

Fully reopened and operational, the 
Conservatory in September 2015 
hosted its first major art exhibit in 
years – solarise: a sea of all colors.  
Funded through a generous grant from 
Exelon and ComEd, solarise illuminated 
the Conservatory with a series of light and 
sculptural environments created by 
Chicago artistic duo Luftwerk: Petra 
Bachmaier and Sean Gallero. Their goal 
for this experiential art installation was to 
bring together light and plants in a way 
that would transform the visitor’s under-
standing of and appreciation for the 
Conservatory’s plant collection, ecosys-
tems, history and place in the community. 
The year-long exhibit continued the 
Conservatory’s long tradition of connecting 
the worlds of art and science, emphasizing 
art as a gateway for learning about plants, 
nature and conservation. 

On Earth Day, April 2015, we welcomed all Chicago to the 
Conservatory for a two-day celebration of the grand reopening 
of this spectacularly renovated glass house. A variety of 
performances and family activities highlighted our return to full 
operation and ushered in a renewed focus on arts and cultural 
engagements at the Conservatory. We are grateful to the 
following for lending their talents to this momentous occasion: 

Grand Reopening Ushers in Year 
of Exciting Cultural Engagements 
at the Conservatory

The Westinghouse College Prep High School Concert Band and Chorus performs at the Grand Reopening ceremony. 



Programs for Students Take Root 
in New Partnerships

With support from the Advocate Bethany Community Health 
Fund, the Leo S. Guthman Fund and the Dr. Scholl Foundation, 
we launched a new STEM-based internship program for local 
teens. We are partnering with Al Raby High School for 
Community and the Environment, a West Side Career and 
Technical Education school located across the street from the 
Conservatory, to recruit 10 teens annually for an in-depth career 
and educational training program called Urban Roots. 

Urban Roots Teen Docent Program School children search the Desert House for plants on the Conservatory Scavenger Hunts.

Al Raby school has a graduation rate of 
57.8%, and a student body that is 99.6% 
low-income and 99% minority. Through 
hands-on activities, workshops, and mini-
apprenticeships with the Conservatory’s 
horticultural staff, this program is designed 
to reduce dropout rates, increase academic 
success rates, and provide real-world STEM 
applications for participating teens. Activi-
ties over the summer introduce and deepen 
teens’ understanding about growing, 
interpreting, child development and STEM 
careers, while also providing opportunities 
for them to hone their leadership, 
collaboration and communication skills. 
During the school year teens will apply and 
deepen their understanding as they lead 
field trips for visiting school groups through 
activities and experiences that will more 
deeply connect younger schoolchildren to 
the Conservatory’s collection.  
 

This year also marked the 
beginning of a new partnership 
between the Alliance, DePaul’s 
Steans Center for Community- 
Based Service Learning and Leif 
Ericson Scholastic Academy, a West 
Side public elementary school.  This 
partnership focused on the creation of a 
school garden leadership committee, the in-
tegration of gardening into school curricula 
and classrooms, and the planting of a small 
garden in an otherwise empty lot across 
the street from Leif Ericson. The Alliance 
provided growing and gardening expertise 
in professional development workshops for 
interested school staff, community members 

and parents, while DePaul provided on-site support 
and coordination for the school garden project. This 
project culminated in a Saturday gardening day where 
students, parents, community members and staff from 
all three institutions joined forces to create a functioning 
garden filled with edible plants.  The Alliance plans to 
further develop this West Side school partnership pro-
gram and extend it to additional elementary schools in 
our community. We hope to create multiple participa-
tion levels for interested schools that have a link to our 
facility. Our goal is for partner schools to have access 
to support in the classroom, as Leif Ericson did this 
year, but to also feel comfortable extending their class-
room learning to the Conservatory through field trips 
and other on-site experiences. 



Families Flock to Conservatory 
for Free Fun and Learning 
Opportunities

With the Conservatory fully reopened, families were eager to 
return for a variety of free family-friendly programs and events. 
Attendance to our family programs increased by 19% during the 
past year, and we hosted our largest audience yet for a special 
family event when 1,554 attended our Chinese New Year 
celebration in February 2016. Guests learned about Chinese New Year traditions, 
values and practices as they danced in a children’s dragon dance, discovered their zodiac sign, 
constructed paper lanterns, practiced calligraphy and witnessed a traditional lion dance throughout the 
Conservatory.  We look forward to expanding and diversifying our family events in the coming year 
with the addition of a Festival of Colors, celebrating the Hindu holiday of Holi, in the spring of 2017. 
Holi marks the beginning of spring and is most recognized for its celebratory color throwing during 

Participants contribute their New Year wishes to the Wishing 
Tree at the Chinese New Year celebration.

which people playfully throw colorful powder 
and water at one another throughout the day. 
This unique new cultural event at the Conser-
vatory will be the only one of its kind in Chica-
go, with live music and dancing, flower petal 
rangolis, and of course, a traditional color 
fight for the whole family.

In addition to our special events, we 
host 15 hours of free family pro-
gramming for young children each 
week.  These programs focus on con-
necting urban youth with the natural 
world through hands-on activities 
that incorporate problem-solving 
and inspire curiosity.  More than 38,000 
people participated in family programs during 
FY 2016, up 19% from the previous year. 
One of our most popular programs is Wild 
Wednesdays, a weekly program designed to 
engage children in STEM-based activities. An 
evaluation of this program showed that 92% 
of caregivers strongly agreed that their

child enjoyed their time at Wild Wednesdays, and 
94% said they were likely to return to the program 
with theirchild. Additionally, 75% of caregivers 
agreed that their child had opportunities to make 
observations and ask questions during Wild Wednes-
days, two fundamental components of scientific inqui-
ry and habits of mind.  

In the coming year we will enhance STEM-based 
learning through the addition of expert guest scien-
tists on the last Saturday of each month.  Guest scien-
tists will provide extension activities and experiences 
to family programming lesson plans, thus deepening 
children’s understanding and providing opportunities 
to apply their learning in a new way.  For example, 
a guest floriculturist will teach children about harvest-
ing vegetables.

38,679 people participat-
ed in family programs

24,177 of participants were adult 
caregivers
 
14,502 participants were 
children

92% of caregivers say their child 
enjoyed his/her experience

75% caregivers say their 
child made important 
observations and asked key 
questions during their visit

Families dance along with performers at the Grand Reopening celebration.



Programming Enhancements, 
New Community Connections 
Boost Adult Involvement

During the past year, we focused on adding new adult program-
ming, increasing current offerings and expanding our reach into 
the community. In total, adult programs had a 117% increase in 
attendance from the previous fiscal year. With a boost to our cur-
rent urban agriculture demonstrations – beekeeping and 
composting – and the addition of new gardening demonstrations, 
we saw a 156% increase to our drop-in demonstrations (3,110 
visitors compared to 1,217 the prior year). Our tour program 
also saw a 22% increase over last year, with more than 700 
people taking a free or paid tour of the Conservatory. Other new offer-

ings to the adult programs lineup included free yoga and a new lecture series (the 2nd Wednesday of 

Volunteer Sue Babyk harvests spinach in the Alliance garden.

3,110 adults dropping 
in for gardening 
demonstrations

494 total volunteers

7,983 volunteer hours con-
tributed to the Conservatory

800+ pounds of fresh produce 
grown for the local community

650 seedlings donated to 
West Side gardens

each month) which also contributed to the 
increase in adult visitors. Lecture topics were 
aligned with our overall programming theme 
for the past year: “How Plants Help Shape 
Our Identity”, and topics ranged from cultural 
connections – for Black History Month – to 
food, nature and health.

We continue to support community 
gardening efforts and access to fresh 
produce here on the West Side. We 
offer ongoing education, training 
and support to the Garfield Park 
Garden Network and its more than 
30 member gardens. We donated near-
ly 650 seedlings to these gardens to more 
broadly propagate fresh vegetables for East 
and West Garfield Park residents. Addition-
ally, we grew and donated more than 800 
pounds of produce to the Breakthrough Urban 
Ministries Fresh Market and the Garfield Park 
Neighborhood Market, established in 2013. 
The Neighborhood Market, located at Lake 
Street and Kedzie Avenue, provides local 
resources, a space for local entrepreneurs to

sell their wares, and much needed fresh produce at 
low prices and available by LINK card. 

In addition to our community garden connections, we 
forged new relationships through the Garfield Park 
Advisory Council to enhance our community-focused 
programming during Black History Month and 
National Poetry Month. We hosted two Black History 
Month lectures, an evening of community music and 
spoken word performances, and an art exhibition to 
“Celebrate Community”.

During the past year we also hired a new part-time 
Volunteer Program Coordinator to focus solely on 
engaging and retaining a strong corps of volunteers 
to support Conservatory programs and events. As 
a result, we had 494 unique volunteers – 214 were 
regular volunteers with recurring commitments – 
donate their time to the Conservatory. These volun-
teers contributed 7,983 hours – up 12.9% from the 
previous year – equaling more than $188,000 of 
in-kind service to the Conservatory.

Garfield Park Community Council Wellness Coordinator, Angela Taylor, at the Garfield Park Neighborhood Market





Financials

Program Expenses
69%

General 
& Administrative 

20%

Fundraising 
11%Contributions + Grants: 

Government 
(includes Chicago Park 

District, DCASE and IMLS)

35%

Special Events 
11%

Contributions + Grants: 
Corporations, Foundations

31%

Contributions, 
Grants + 

Memberships: 
Individuals 14%

Earned Income
(includes Gift Shop revenue, 

% of Facility Rental Fees)  

9%

The Garfield Park Conservatory Alliance is a 501C3 nonprofit organization founded in 1995 and incorporated in 1997.   
We work in a unique collaboration with the Chicago Park District.  The Chicago Park District supports the Alliance with an 
annual grant and a mix of revenue sharing as well as operational support. 

INCOME EXPENSES



Contributions

Elizabeth Morse Genius Charitable Trust

Chicago Park District

Exelon Corporation

ComEd

Alphawood Foundation 

Anonymous

PNC Foundation

Prince Charitable Trusts

John R. Halligan Charitable Fund

IMLS (Institute of Museum and Library Services)

Advocate Bethany Hospital Community Health 

Fund

Freeborn and Peters LLP

Leo S. Guthman Fund

Dr. Scholl Foundation

National Fish and Wildlife Foundation

Jocarno Fund

Continental Electrical Construction Co.

The Allstate Foundation

IMC Financial Markets Foundation

JP Morgan Chase Bank

McMaster-Carr Supply Company

FOUNDATIONS CORPORATIONS AND GOVERNMENT

US Bank

Prairie Management & Development, Inc.

Frank G. and Gertrude Dunlap Fund

Hogan Marren Babbo & Rose, Ltd.

Polsinelli

Sidley Austin LLP

Tengelsen Family Foundation

The PrivateBank

Wells Fargo Private Bank

East Bank Wine Storage

Christy Webber & Company

Columbus Vegetable Oils

Fuzzy Math, LLC

Houlihan Family Fund 

Fish Bar

John & Weezie Gates Charitable Trust

University of Illinois, Urbana-Champaign

Westside Reunion Committee

Columbia College Chicago

The Cornwall Trust

Baird & Warner Real Estate

Gerald A. and Karen A. Kolschowsky 
Foundation Inc.

Pure Wine Company

Courtney Rosen Hoffman

Teresa Alvarez

Jim Boardman

Thomas Wedell

Tina Yancey

David and Amanda Mabie

Richard Assmus

Sara Blanchard

Janet Carter

Paul Levy

Lois Korda

Mike Sarchet

Richard Schuster

Fredric Horwitz

Mary Clare Bonaccorsi

Timothy Earle

Thomas Moran

Margo Morris & Stanley Tamkin

Tony Hernandez

James Perlow and Sandra Jo Allen 

Sam Rubinovitz

Judy Scorza

Ken Petchenik and Family

Melvin Cox

Roger Simmons

Mary Nelson

Glenna Mo

Marcus Spearman

Nathaniel Clapp

Gerald Freedman

David Jackson

Henry & Lucile Krasnow

 Peter Krivkivich

Wanda McDonald 

Harry and Susan Meyers

Jennifer Nagda

Michael O’Halleran

INDIVIDUALS



Chicago Park District Staff
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President
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Grants Manager
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Exhibits Manager

Michael Donatowicz
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Head Beekeeper
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Volunteer Programs Coordinator
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Manager

Kristen Smith
Accounting Coordinator

Marie Stringer
Development Coordinator

Mattie Wilson
Sustainability and Adult Programs 
Manager

Garfield Park Community Council

Mike Tomas
GPCC Executive Director

Angela Taylor
Wellness Coordinator

La Shone Kelly
Housing Specialist

Theron Hawk
Community Organizer

Alberta Sanders
Community Organizer

Theresa Lipo
Development Associate
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300 North Central Park Avenue
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Telephone: 773.638.1766
garfieldconservatory.org


